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THE Alpine Club has had many famous presidents, but none who has 
played so prominent a part in the public life of the country as Leo 
Amery. After ten years on the staff of The Times, he sat for thirty
four consecutive years in the House of Commons as a Conservative, 
and, apart from several minor ministerial posts, held the offices of First 
I.~ord of the Admiralty, Secretary of State for the Colonies and for the 
Dominions, and finally, after eleven years of political eclipse, Secretary 
of State for India and Burma. Whether in office or out, he was a man 

. of independent views which he expressed pungently in his speeches 
and numerous books ; he believed passionately in the imperial mission 
of his country and in the need for Imperial Preference as a means to 
closer imperial union. This JOURNAL is not the place for an account of 
his public career, which is set out in some detail in an obituary notice 
in The Times of September 17, 1955, the day after his death; the 
notice speaks also of his early scholastic and athletic successes, but 
hardly mentions one of the main features of his long life, his devotion 
to mountaineering and sailing and other adventurous pursuits. Outside 
his holidays he travelled widely on professional or official business and 
usually contrived to squeeze a climb, a hill-walk or a svvim into his 
programme, rising if necessary at hours not normally favoured by 
V.I.P.'s. 

Amery's failure to secure re-election to Parliament in 1945 gave him 
a few years of comparative leisure ; he seized the opportunity to record 
the events of his political life in volumes of absorbing interest, of which 
the fourth and last has yet to appear. But he had already in 1939 
published a book recounting the adventures of his out-of-door life 
up to the outbreak of the First World War, and another volume now 
carried on the story to the end of the Second. The titles of the two 
books Days of Fresh Air and In the Rain and the Sun he took from 
the most famous of Bowen's Harrow songs. Both make fascinating 
reading, as they describe with much humour and zest a long series of 
adventurous incidents spread over many parts of the world. 

Leo Amery was born in 1873 in India, where his father, of Devon
shire stock, held a post in the Forest Service. Leo won distinction as a 
Classical scholar at Harrow and Balliol, and in I 897 was elected a 
Fellow of All Souls. Physically small, wiry and very tough, strong in 
the arms and long in wind, this ' pocket Hercules,' as he was described 
at school, was gym. champion at Harrow and represented Oxford in 
cross-country running. These advantages, together with outstanding 
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courage and endurance, stood him in good stead as a mountaineer . 
He was introduced to rock-climbing by the Harrow master, R. C. 
Gilson, at Wastdale in January I893, taking part in the second ascent 
of Oblique Chimney on Great Gable, as described by Owen Glynne 
J ones. He first made acquaintance vvith the Alps in the summer of 
I 894 ; the relevant chapter in Days of Fresh Air is headed ' Love at 
first sight.' That year he climbed the Zinal Rothorn, the W eisshorn 
and the Dent Blanche, and made the traverse of the Matterhorn. He 
was in the Alps again in I 8g6, at Gilson's invitation, with a guideless 
party, and in the Dolomites two ye_ars later. He was at this time par
ticularly interested in the Balkans he was a remarkable linguist and 
won a scholarship in Turkish and spent several adventurous months 
in different parts of the old Ottoman empire, including a light-hearted 
tour with F. E. Smith. 

During the South African War Amery acted as chief of The Times 
war-correspondent service, and later he edited and largely wrote his 
paper's ' History of the War.' Revisiting the country in I 902, he 
explored the Drakensberg, and in I go 5 he climbed in the Canadian 
Rockies. In Canada again in I gog, he made an unsuccessful attempt 
on Mount Robson (A.J. 25. 293), and in the following year he married 
a Canadian bride, Miss Florence Greenwood, with whom, he tells us, 
he ' lived happily ever afterwards.' Meanwhile he had revisited the 
Alps in 19o6, climbing the Matterhorn by the Zmutt route, with 
Heinrich Burgener. In 1912 he was in the Dolomites, and also 
climbed in the Apuan Alps, where Carrara marble is quarried (A.J. 
27. 43). Next year, in the course of a political journey, he travelled 
to Australia and had his first sight of the New Zealand Alps. 

In the First World War Amery was an active member of Lloyd 
George's vVar Cabinet secretariat, but he had first seen service in 
Flanders and the Mediterranean. After being torpedoed by a sub
marine, he saved himself from capture by squeezing in beneath the 
deck of his lifeboat. After the war, though almost continuously in 
office from I 919 to I 929, he was constantly in the Alps in the summer, 
climbing regularly with J osef Pollinger and his son Alexander. In 
1923 he did the Charmoz and Grepon traverses ; in 1926, after his 
third ascent of the Zinal Rothorn, another assault on the Matterhorn 
by the Zmutt route resulted in an unconventional traverse in bad 
conditions to the Italian ridge (A.J. 38. 207), followed by the Tasch
horn-Dom traverse. Next year, after the important Imperial Con
ference, he took advantage of a seven-month Empire tour to climb in 
the Drakensberg again and in the New Zealand Alps, where he traversed 
the Minarets (A.J. 40. 108). In 1929, back in Canada, he had the 
satisfaction of making the first ascent of the 10,940-ft. mountain which 
the Geographical Board of Canada had named after him Mount 
Amery. 

Meanwhile he had enjoyed another Alpine season in 1928, and he 
managed to spend part of every summer from 1930 to 1938, except 
1932, when he was in Ottawa, in some mountainous part of Europe, 
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interspersing his climbing with family holidays, and ringing the changes 
on the Valais, the Dolomites, the J ulian, Styrian and Bavarian Alps, 
with one Easter visit to the Pyrenees with his son Julian. In I934, 
when over sixty, he repeated some of his climbs of forty years before, 
such as the Zinal Rothorn and the Dent Blanche ; weather cheated him 
of the Matterhorn. 

Besides these summer holidays, he got away to the Alps nearly every 
.winter. Mrs. Amery was an accomplished skater, while Leo took 
eagerly to skiing a sport vvhich he had first sampled in I 904 but had 
never practised with any regularity until, as he says, he was nearer 
fifty than forty. He delighted in being able to 'wander at will and with 
ease over every kind of ground in winter and to enjoy the beauty of the 
mountains in one of their loveliest phases.' He V\ras twice elected 
President of the Ski Club of Great Britain, from 1936- 8 and from 
I946- 8. 

In 1935 he was President of the Classical Association ; as the subject 
of his presidential address he chose the Odyssey ' the best of all stories 
by the greatest of all poets in the noblest language ever designed for 
poetry ' ; the story of the man who from boy hood had been his favourite 
hero. Greek and Roman poetry, and especially the Odyssey, were 
never far from his thoughts, least of all on his mountain holidays. 

In 1943 Amery was elected President of the Alpine Club in succession 
to Geoffrey Winthrop Young; he had been elected a member in I899 
and had contributed many articles to this JOURNAL, besides being always 
\villing to help with reviews of books and obituary notices. The years 
of his presidency were notable both for the establishment of the British 
Mountaineering Council under the leadership of the A. C. and for the 
continued close co-operation of members of the club in training the 
Army for war. In November I944 the Jou RNAL reprinted an article 
by Amery himself on Mountain Warfare, in which he drew on his wide 
kno\¥ledge of the earth's surface and his experience of war under varied 
conditions. His valedictory address of December I 946 must always 
rank among the finest of these messages ; it ended by quoting the 
beautiful and moving final paragraphs of In the Rain and the Sun, 
which speak of the lessons man can learn from the high mountains and 
the debt he owes to them. 

By the time that he delivered this address, after five years of exact
ing office in war-time even Amery found that his climbing days were 
over. But he could still enjoy walks at Zermatt and a scramble up the 
Riffelhorn. As late as July I955 he visited Zermatt for the centenary 
celebrations of the first ascent of Monte Rosa and the opening of the 
famous hotel, and at. Dr. Seiler's suggestion he was elected president 
of the gathering. H e is reported to have been in his best form, ad
dressing his hearers in their own tongues and showing himself very 
full of life. 

In the passage quoted in his valedictory address Amery declared 
that public life was ' very much like mountaineering. It needs deter
mination and endurance. It needs judgment of what lies ahead and 
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skill in dealing with each problem as you come to it. It needs, not 
least, a steady head on exposed summits. . . . Above all, one enjoys 
it for its own sake, whether one gets to the summit or not.' Certainly 
he himself possessed the qualities he mentions. He was, moreover, 
a loyal friend and. a delightful companion, considerate, cheerful and 
amusing; he was wholly free from self-importance and self-pity, and 
in trials more cruel than those of mountaineering or politics he gave 
further proof of his fortitude and greatness of heart. . 

J. R. M. BuTLER. 

MouNTAINEERING was the practical outlet for the adventurous and 
artistic side of Leo Amery's gifted and many-sided personality. To 
no man of great powers and great position have mountains meant more. 
Statesman, scholar, linguist, athlete, and of the first rank in all, it was 
in the rhythm and romance of his climbing that he realised himself most 
happily ; as it vvas in his poetry~ the lyrics which were his response to 
the emotional moments in his own life, or in those of his friends, that 
his balanced judgment and deep sincerity spoke most clearly. It was 
the poetic aspect of history which fascinated his mind ; the sense of a 
human mission which he explored through the first developments of 
thought and culture among the Mediterranean races, and in the later 
mission of the British peoples. This profoundly human feeling, com
bined with undeviating honesty, intellectual force, and simplicity, 
guided his statesmanship and his interests, and made him the most 
travelled and well-liked of English Colonial administrators : and it was 
the same personal quality which gave an enduring resonance to his 
memorable citation of Cromwell, and his call to ' speak for England ! ', 
in the historic debate. 

Mountains, as the inspiration to imaginative thought no less than 
as the training for manhood and the opportunity for adventure, formed 
for him a vital element in this human progress. He climbed them in 
all the Dominions for which he was responsible, not only for his own 
pleasure, but as an example and an encouragement no less important 
than any economic concession. It was characteristic that he should 
regret that his Secretaryship for India came too late for him to climb 
in the Himalaya. The Alpine Club, also, had for him this rom~nce 
of tradition ; and during his most occupied years he would escape 
from the House between Divisions for concentrated talk about climb
ing and exploration, on those informal evenings which· in a more con
versational age we preferred. When he was offered our presidency, 
in a period of much grave preoccupation, it was with hardly a smile 
that he said that, of the two ambitions, he believed he had always set 
it above the Prem·iership. 

The Alpine Club was to him the agent for greater British moun
taineering. He used his presidency for this larger purpose ; and his 
witty, impressive speeches, and active comradeship in our local club 
climbing, were as much appreciated as l}.is lifelong work for the British 
peoples and his devotion to their imperial mission. His courage, and 
his gaiety, seemed inexhaustible ; and with happy unselfconsciousness 
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he was able to suit his humour to every age and every variety of com
pany. S\viss guides and Viceroys were equally his friends. 
- All his later life, his great library and hospitable home remained the 

meeting-place for the leaders, political, financial or athletic, of many 
countries, asking advice from his cool judgment and exceptional 
political prescience. Wise and independent, he pursued his great 
career and lived his long life much as he climbed a mountain or shot 
th~ rapids of an unexplored river, with calculated daring, with com
posure, and with a philosophic enjoyment. 

G. W. Y. 

MR. BRYAN Do~KIN writes: 
An honorary secretary may perhaps see more of the events of club 

life and organisation than other members, and it is on that aspect of 
L. S. Amery's work for the Club _that I want to add a few words. 

Geoffrey Winthrop Young, during his presidency, had sown the 
seeds of the idea that the Club, by virtue of its seniority and status, 
owed a duty to mountaineering that went beyond the ordinarily 
accepted concept of the duties of a committee running a members' 
social club. It was in Amery's presidency that ideas having taken root 
began to grow strongly and were equally strongly supported by him 
and by the committee. Thus we find the committee arranging for 
members of the Club to provide specialist instruction in mountaineering 
to the Army Cadet Force ; for advice to be given to the National Parks 
Commission for England and Wales and also for Scotland ; for repre
sentation on the Central Council of Physical Recreation, and for 
co-operation with the Royal Air Force in the transport of expedition 
personnel and equipment for exploratory expeditions in remote areas. 
And -last but not least, for the formation of the Standing Advisory 
Committee on Mountaineering which led to the formation of the 
British Mountaineering Council. This led to a storm of protest by a 
group of senior members of the Club, and it was a revelation to see the 
quiet arid effective methods which he used to satisfy the fears and doubts 
of members ; the confidence of the Club in the committee under his 
presidency being steadily and fully restored by his firm but kindly leader
ship. His happy knack of winding up the discussion after the reading of 
a _Paper with a story and a quotation or two sent us all home feeling much 
happier and more pleased with ourselves than we had any right to be . 
. · , ·When in November 1945 Eric Shipton wrote of his wish to take an 
expedition to Everest, L. S. Amery's friendly relations with the Viceroy 
of India and others \VaS of great help in getting permission for this 
expedition. The term of his presidency also saw the formation of the 
Joint Himalayan Committee of the Alpine Club and the Royal Geo
graphical Society as a successor to the older Everest Committee., To 
.have .done all this for the Club at a time when his own politic_al and 
_personal worries· were by no means inconsiderable is remarkable evidence 
of his strength and charm of character and devotion to duty. 

· BRYAN DoNKIN. 
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CALEB FRANK GATES, }R. 

I904-I955 

CALEB GATES was born in Istanbul, where his father was President of 
Robert College. He attended Princeton and Balliol College, Oxford, 
and in I927-8 was President of the .Oxford University Mountaineering 
Club. He taught history at Robert College and later at Princeton, 
where he also became assistant dean of students. In I94I he became 
Chancellor of Denver University. He served in Army intelligence in 
Europe during the war. Returning to Denver he resigned as Chan
cellor, but continued as professor of history until I949, after which 
he had a long illness. His first marriage, by which there were three 
children, ended in divorce. He had married again a few months 
before his death in California. 

His climbing was done mostly between I925 and I9JO, principally 
in the Alps, where he made about fifty ascents, generally guideless. 

· after the first two years. He was considered a good climber at that 
time, and was a member of the Alpine Club from I928 as well as of 
The American Alpine Club. 

HENRY s. HALL, }R . 
• 

WILSON HAROLD HEY, F.R.C.S. 

1882- 1956 

WILSON HEY died on January IS at the age of seventy-three. He 
qualified in I 90 5 and began his distinguished career by winning the 
Tom Jones Surgical Research Scholarship. At one time he was 
assistant to J oseph Collier, the senior honorary surgeon at the Man
chester Royal Infirmary and President of the Rucksack Club. In due 
course he succeeded Collier in both these offices. After a succession 
of appointments he became a member of the honorary surgical staff at 
the M.R.I. in I914 and the Christie Hospital and Holt Radium Institute 
-in 1919. During the First World War he served with the Royal Army 
Medical Corps and could speak touchingly of his work in the cellars of 
Ypres and on other battlefields. For a time he was attached to the 
French medical service, and was made a Chevalier of the Legion of 
Honour. He came back a very competent surgical technician, deft, 
swift and gentle, with an unusual gift of diagnosis, and rapidly built 
up an extensive practice, which he had started before the war at the age 
of twenty-nine. He brought many new ideas into his work and was 
one of the pioneers in the use of radium and, later, of hormones in the 
treatment of cancer, particularly cancer of the breast. Probably his 
greatest contribution to surgical knowledge was in prostatectomy, 
where he revolutionised the older methods, made the treatment safe, 
and considerably lessened the discomfort of the patient and the period 
of convalescence. Men came to him from many parts of the world to 
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undergo the operation that bears his name. He was a noted clinical 
teacher and examiner. 

Perhaps it was his early association wi~h J oseph Collier that deve !oped 
his love for the mountains, but the seed was already there : when only 
four, he had been taken up Pendle Hill by his father and had done much 
wandering over the lonely Lancashire and Yorkshire moors in his boy
hood.. He joined the Club in I929. A year before, he had founded The 
Manchester University Mountaineering Club and became its only 
Honorary Life Vice-President. He was an honorary member of the 
Rucksack Club and of the Climbers' Club. 

For most of the inter-war seasons he was in the Alps, and in I928 
began to climb with that fine guide and companion, Alexander Taug
walder, a partnership that was to last with few interruptions for 
eleven years, and a friendship that ended only with Alexander's un
timely death in I952. Many of their days together are recorded in 
Alexander's Fuhrerbuch : 

I928. Zinal Rothorn, Monte Rosa, Dent Blanche, Mont Blanc de 
Seilon, Grand Combin, and a traverse of the Matterhorn. 

I929. Fletschhorn, Laquinhorn, Lenzspitze, Nadelhorn, Steck
nadel-Hohberghorn, two ascents of the Matterhorn (one by the Zmutt 
ridge), Wellenkuppe and Ober Gabelhorn, Weisshorn, and a traverse of 
the Nordend and the other summits of Monte Rosa together with the 
Lyskamm, Castor and Pollux. Karl Biner joined them for this 
expedition. 

I930. The traverse of _the Grands Charmoz under very difficult 
conditions in bad weather, the Dent du Requin and the Dent du Geant. 

I 93 I. W etterhorn, Mittelhorn, Rosenhorn, Klein and Gross 
Schreckhorn, Strahlegghorn, Eiger by the Mittellegigrat ; traverses of 
the Monch, Gross and Hinter Fiescherhorn and of the Gletscherhorn 
and Ebnefluh. 

I932. A journey from Zermatt to Chamonix over the Valpelline, 
Mont Brule, Collon, Eveque, Planards, Argentiere and Grands Montets 
cols ; ascents of the Dent d 'Herens, Aiguille du Peigne and the Grepon. 

1933. Dom, Dent Blanche by the Viereselsgrat, traverse of the 
Jumeaux from the Valtournanche, Breithorn by the Younggrat, Monte 
Rosa by the Ostwand to the Dufourspitze. 

1935. Aiguille de la Neuvaz, Tour Noir, Aiguilles Dorees, Aiguille 
Javelle, Aiguille du Chardonnet and a traverse of the Aig Jilles du Diable 
to Chamonix (with Hilda Summersgill and Alexander Taugwalder). 

1936. Traverse of the Pie de Neige Cordier and the ascent of the 
Barre des Ecrins, both in bad weather. Traverse of the Grivola. 

1938. A training meet in Chamonix with the Manchester University 
Mountaineering Club, during which they climbed the Grands Charmoz. 

In June 1933 Alexander Taugwalder came over to England to stay 
with Wilson Hey for a holiday, which gave them both much enjoyment. 
One recalls them finishing a busy day on Pillar Rock by dashing up the 

• 
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North-West ; and another happy day unravelling the web of classical 
routes on Scafell Pinnacle. Alexander was introduced to gritstone, 
and his superb craftsmanship enabled him to deal creditably with this 
highly specialised form of climbing. Taugwalder had two ambitions : 
to climb the N apes Needle, of which he had often heard, and to visit 
the highest point in England. The first was soon accomplished ; and 
the second by a route not usually taken. The party was on Rake's 
Progress when the wish was first expressed, and it was decided that 
Botterill's Slab, Broad Stand and Mickledore would make a convenient 
and fairly direct line ! 

Wilson Hey seemed to climb rock more from a feeling of complete
ness in his mountain life than of any special interest in the fascinating 
problems that were being worked out in his active years ; perhaps he 
had started too late, but he could climb well enough when he wished, 
and delicacy of movement appealed to him. Thus, he would handle 
the loose holds in the Screes' gullies or use vVelsh grass with an obvious 
air of disapproval, but insisted on climbing the Kern Knotts' crack 
each time we passed by, and liked the ordered sequence and use of 
holds on the little traverse, which has been the orthodox means of entry 
since Siegfried Herford capriciously removed the chockstone. He 
liked, too, climbing the older routes, which satisfied his well-developed 
historic sense. On ice he was always happy, with the air of easy 
mastery that .became him so well, or on long walks over our own hills, 
when he would set his companions fantastic problems in route-finding 
and correct their miscalculations with boyish glee. This flair for 
pathfinding became famous : it would be in I 93 2 when his party left 
the Schonbiihl hut in atrocious weather to cover a stage of their journey 
towards Chamonix. He guided them through the mist and snow 
showers mostly by dead reckoning over the cols de Valpelline, Mont 
Brule, Collon and Eveque, ground new to them all. Alexander, 
solicitous as always for the safety of his friends, was heard to murmur, 
' We should not be here , ' but they each had implicit confidence in the 
other's powers and finally reached the Chanrion hut, where they were 
weatherbound for two days. On another occasion, rising from wet 
blankets in the .Promontoire hut, they found the Meije plastered with 
new snow and the clouds well down. Instead of beating a prudent 
retreat to La Berarde, they groped their way \vithout map down the 
Glacier de la Meije to La Grave and turned an early promise of failure 
into an excitit.~:g day. 

Wilson Hey was a member of the ad hoc committee ·set up in 1932 by 
the Rucksack Club and the Fell and Rock Climbing Club for the 
purpose of devising new equipment and better methods of dealing with 
accidents in the hills. His fertile mind and his high standing as a 
surgeon and mountaineer were of immense value to this hard-working 
group, which later developed into the present Mountain Rescue Com
mittee, of which he was chairman from 1939 until his death. To him 
must be given the main credit for the rapid expansion in the number of 
rescue posts, the good relationships established ·with the Ministry of 
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Health and R.A.F., and the con1mittee's change of status into a charit
able trust. From the first, on his own responsibility, he insisted on 
supplying morphia to kits in the then new tubonic ampoules. His 
attempt to get official permission for its use by the rescue parties ended 
in the prosecution of 1939. It was a time of strain and anxiety. He 
lost the case and suffered a nominal fine of ten pounds and costs ; but 
the need of morphia for alleviating pain on the mountains had been 
firmly established, and it was soon possible to come to happier terms 
with the authorities. The fight had not been in vain. It is typical of 
the man that he insisted on refunding the substantial costs of the action 
to the Mountain Rescue Committee. 

Hey was a pioneer not only in his profession but in nearly everything 
he undertook. His restless, questing mind sometimes imposed severe 
burdens on his colleagues when they had to translate his enthusiasms into 
sober practical measures, but in the end they worked, and he repaid them 
all a hundredfold by his loyalty, friendliness and generosity. 

He is buried on a wind-swept hillside near Colne, where he was born. 
He lies with his father, a freeman of the town, on whose stone is in
scribed pro bono publico diu laboravit. The son, too, worked much for 
the common weal, and one's life is richer for having known him at work 
and play. 

• 

A. s. PIGOTT . 

GEOFFREY ELIOT HOWARD 

GEOFFREYHOWARD, who died, aged seventy-eight, in his sleeponJanuary 
16, 1956, at his residence, 43 Egerton Crescent, London, was the son of 
Eliot Howard, D .L. and J .P. for Essex, and the great-grandson of Luke 
Howard, F.R.S., who founded, in 1797, the firm of Howard & Sons, 
Ltd., Ilford, of which Geoffrey was chairman from 1941 to 1956. 

His father was a mountaineer 1 and his mother was a sister of Frank 
Tuckett. Geoffrey himself was a man of very wide interests. In addi
tion to his devotion to the mountains, he was an expert collector 
of ceramics, and an enthusiastic traveller. 

The following list of his climbs and travels shows that, though he 
never undertook any spectacular climbs, his interest in mountains and 
new scenes never failed. . 

He was proposed for the Alpine Club by F. F. Tuckett and seconded 
by E. N. Buxton; elected a member in December 1907, served on the 
Committee 1921-3 and as Extra Member of Committee in 1937, 1942 
and 1947; and was Vice-President from 1952-3. 

His first visit to the Alps was in r 897, when he ascended the Balmhorn 
and other peaks in the Kandersteg district. In 1899 he was at Saas Fee, 

1 See A.J. 40. 150. 
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and in I902 and I9o3 in the Norwegian Alps. In I904 he made 
numerous climbs in the Stubaithal. 

I go 5, I go6 and I 907, he visited the Pyrenees. 
Igo8, in the Selkirks (Canada) with the Alpine Club of Canada.2 

I9IO, in the Canadian Rockies various passes and minor summits in 
the Consolation and Larch valleys. 

I9I2 the Sinai Peninsula.3 

I9I3, with the Alpine Club of Canada again, at their camp at Robson 
Pass ; then ,;vith A. L. Mumm on an expedition up the 
Athabasca and Whirlpool Rivers. 

[n addition, he had visited one of . the Spanish ranges the Sierra 
Morena, I think. 

He was a frequent contributor to the ALPINE JOURNAL : occasional 
book reviews and obituary notices ; articles on his climbs (mentioned 
above); also ' Illusions,' 4 'A Mountaineering Family and other 
memories' 5 and (best remembered of all today), 'Mountain Uplift.' 6 

I myself met him in the Canadian Rockies in I 9 I o, but I did not at 
that time get to know him well. Later, in I9I2, I had the good fortune 
to be invited to accompany him on an expedition to the Sinai Peninsula, 
in the course of which we ascended the 7ooo-ft. J ebel Serbal, which is 
believed to be the peak on which Moses received the law from J ehovah. 

I found Geoffrey the ideal companion ; neither heat, nor thirst, 
nor prowling jackals ever disturbed his equanimity, and his sense of 
humour never failed. On our way back to Europe vve spent a couple of 
days in Cairo and attempted a new route up the Great Pyramid, but 
hordes of police came galloping and shouted to us to come down ! 

It is regretted that no record appears to exist of his travels andjor 
climbs after 19I8, but he paid many visits to the Tyrol and to 
Switzerland. 

His health lately had given cause of anxiety to his family, although 
he appeared to be as active as ever. To his friends his death came as 
an unexpected shock, but to his family it appears it was more a grief 
than a surprise. 

He will be greatly missed, and I should like to express the most 
sincere sympathy to his wife (formerly Miss Edith Edinger) and his 
three sons. 

J. E. c. EATON. 

A correspondent writes :-

Howard is a great loss to the Club. It is difficult to think of anyone 
since Unna who was more widely popular or who injected into the .Club 
a better sense of the fraternity of mountaineering. He was always an 
engaging occupant of the Chair at any meeting,for his wit was some
thing the Club came to take for granted and it never failed. He could 
be counted upon for an amusing and original approach to any topic ; 

2 See A.J. 24. 490. 
G A.J. 55· 134· 

• 

3 A.J. 28. 13. 
G A.J. 57· I. 

4 A.J. 39· zs8. 
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when replying to the toast of the Guests at the Ladies' Alpine Club 
dinner some years ago, he enlivened the proceedings by suddenly 
reaching down under the table and producing and donning an old
fashioned mountaineer's veil. Many will remember his good-hum
oured response to Sir Arnold Lunn's onslaught on ' Alpine Uplift,' 
and it was characteristic of Howard that he took a mischievous pleasure 
in remembering that he had presided at the first General Meeting of the 
Club at which a lady was (unexpectedly) present. 

He was not an outstanding climber, but few members of the Club 
have done more for ' the promotion of good fellowship among moun
taineers.' 7 

HUGH ROUBILIAC ROGER-SMITH 

1867- 1955 
• . 

DR. RoGER-SMITH was better known as an Alpine horticulturist than 
as a mountaineer ; he had, indeed, an almost international standing 
as an authority on alpine flora. 

Born at Forest Hill in 1867, the son of a professor of architecture at 
University College, London, Hugh Roger-Smith from his earliest days 
showed a great interest in natural history and kindred subjects, and 
had it been possible to earn his living as a naturalist, he would probably 
have chosen to do so. As it was, after leaving. school (Mill Hill) he 
proceeded to University College Hospital, where he qualified in 
medicine in 1891. He spent several years at University College Hos
pital and at Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children, as well as 
studying in Germany. In 1900 he settled in general practice in Hamp
stead, where he remained for some thirty years. In 1900, too, he 
married Dorothy Eugenia Wood, by whom he had two sons, both of 
whom predeceased him, and one daughter who, like his widow, survives 
him. 

Roger-Smith's first visit to the Alps was in 1895, but it was not until 
1902 that he began to climb regularly, often vvith his wife and especially 
in the Eastern Alps and the Tyrol. But, as any reader of his book, 
Plant Hunting in Europe (1950), may see, he was well acquainted with 
many regions of the Alps, and in 1913 in particular had a very successful 
short season in the Dauphine. He was elected to the Alpine Club 
in February 1910 and served on the Committee from 1934 to 1936. 

After the First War, Roger-Smith began to be attacked by arthritis, 
which curtailed his more adventurous climbing ; but he remained 
indefatigable in making journeys into many relatively unfrequented 
mountain regions, such as Czechoslovakia or the Karawanken and 
Julian Alps (see A.J. 38. 203), in his pursuit of alpine plants, and the 

. pages of his book already referred to will best show how unwearied was 
his zeal, though he was liable to suffer great pain when over-exerted. 

7 A C. Rule no. 2. 
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When he retired from medical practice, he lived at first at Cape!, 
in Surrey, but found that the heavy clay soil became too much for his 
strength as a gardener and, after the Second 'V"ar, he moved to Shrews
bury, where his last years were spent. Despite his infirmities, he 
continued to labour in his rock-garden right up to the day of his death, 
and his end came quickly and painlessly ; he just fell asleep in his 
chair. 

He was a Founder Member of the Alpine Garden Society, in vvhich 
he served at one time or another on the Committee, as Show Secretary, 
and as Director of Tours. He was awarded the Lyttel Trophy by 
them in 1943. He was a most kindly man, always ready to share his 
knowledge and also his plants and seeds, with others. In the Alpine 
Club he was a constant stand-by for reviewing books on Alpine flowers 
in the JOURNAL, or in writing notes on distinguished Alpine botanists 
such asP. L. Giuseppi or G. P. Baker. His forty-five years of member
ship are now gratefully remembered and to his widow and daughter 
we offer our sympathy in their loss. 

T. S. BLAKENEY. 

• 

• 
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